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From the Directors desk
m&mﬁi@mmwmﬂm&wcfm 2024
ediion of “‘BANOBANDHU the Bengal Sofani
Quartenly oo newslellon. Jn This (fuanfam s
animals. (Jus gamhﬂ?- welcemed 59158 mﬂdﬁ:ﬂd
wisilens. Jo incheate waden inferaclion, we
infhoduced news allhactisns lthe The cenalhiclon
house, potcugine enclsswne, and a walen bird
awiany. ftdilionally, we wilaessed the binth of
Bengal Tigen (feucistic) cubs. dn This quanten,
we alss celebnated all the impentant days neleted
T The eavinenmenl and animals wilh sches!
students, NG(s. visifons, ete.

L. Vijavakumar, [FS
Drector. Morth Bengd Wikl Anemals Park

History of Bengal Safari

The North Bengal Wild Animals Park. also
known as Bengal Safari, was previously a part of
the Baikunthapur Forest Division, situated
within the Adabari Bear It existed as Shorea
Namure Park, adjacent to the Mahananda
Wildlife Sancruary. Subsequently. an area of
204540 hectares was idenrified. including the
pre-existing park, for the establishment of the
North Bengal Wild Animalds Park in Siligurl. Due
to Siliguris unique geographic location, with
Nepal to the west, Bhutan to the northeast, and
China and Bangladesh to the south, as well as its
gtatus ag a mumor commercial tourism huab and
rapsit point for air, road, and ecail ceaffic o
neighboring countries such as Nepal, Bhutan,
and Bapgladesh, tourists and residents from
ather regions of the country develop an interest
in observing the wild animals and birds of North
Benmal o foster a closer connection with
nature. Consequently, the Notrth Bengal Wild
Animals Park was designed with consideration
for the growth, goals, and maintenance
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standardz ser by the Central Zoo Authoricy
(CEA), On July 17, 2014, the foundation stone
of the North Bengal Wild Animals Park was
lnid by the honorable Chict Minister of West
Bengnl,  Smt. Mamata  Bancrice  also
innugurated the park's first phase (a mixed
herbivore safari} in January 21, 2016,

Abour Us

The MNorth Bengal Wild Animals Park in
Siliguri primarily functions as a safari park,
aiming to exhibits various animals in their
natural habitars using safari vehicles. It offers a
picturesgque  view  of the Himalayvan range,
adding to its captivating allure. Bengal Safan is
situated 8 kilometres away from Siliguri and
currcntly features attractions such as Tiger
Safari, Mixed Herbivore Safarm, Asiatic Black
Bear Safari, Leopard Safari, zoo enclosurcs
housing pl

phensants, water birds, scavengers, primates,
smaller cats, constrictor house, porcupine and
reptiles, a Mature Interpretation Centre, a £oo
Souvenir Shop amonyg others.

Vision

The goal Is to foster a positive connection
between  animals  and  humans,  promote
conscrvation, and brecd endangered specics
for display, cxchange, and rehabilitation in the
wild,

Mission

This  Wikd  Amimals Park  mtemds o
complement  the  national  efforts in
conservation of wildlife through breeding of
endangered  species of the region and to
develop empathy among  visitors  for - wild
animals,

Objectives

Conservation of North Benzal's biodiversicty
Decrease tourist pressure on National Parks
Foster empathy towards wild animals

Crather scientific data on animal biolosy for
park management

Provide recrcational  and
activitics in a natural scteing

cducational
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GLIMPSE OF IMPORTANT
HAPPENING

EARTH DAY 2024

Every year on 2xad April, the world observes Earth
Day to raise awareness about the devastating impact
of plastic pollution on the envircnment and the
urgent need for collective action to protect our
planet.

Morth Bengal Wild Animals Park (Bengal Safar),
Siliguri celebrated the day wath the theme - “Planet ws
Plastic®. The Smile Croup WWelfare Association,
Bagdogra, an NGO, took part as voluntesss. An ar
competition with two categories, class -V and class V-
Wi, was organized at the Nature Interpretation Centre
(NIC) of NBWAP, The topics for the art competition
were “Flanet Protectors: Say Mo to Plastic” and "Plastic
Planet: Consequences and Seolutions". Participation
included over 100 students of grades I from
Chittaranjan High School, Lime Light High School,
Cood Shepherd School, Air Force School, Hebran
English School, Vidyasagar High School, Shri
MNarasingha Vidvapith, Alphonsa School, EY AFS
Bagdogra, Bagdogra Balika Vidyalaya, Army Public
School, Delhi Public Scheool, Don Bosce Schoal Siligur,
Choupukuria Primary School, and Gyanjyoti Scaderry.
All the students were felicitated with certificates and
medals. They were also takem on an aviary tour, and
refrashment s wers sarded ko all.
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WORLD VETERINARY DAY 2024

Cn 27th April 2024, 1o celebrate World Veterinary Day,
Morth Bengal Wild Animals Park {Bengal Safari) held a
special event to honour our dedicated veterinarans,
who are instrumental in keeping our animals healthy
and lhrJl.ring. Chur Darectar and Aszistant Directar
personally felicitated our team of veterinarians, Dr.
Mick Doley, Yeterinary Officer. and Mr Biswajeet
Sarkar, Veterinary Assistant of MBWAP, recognizing
their tireless efforts and Fru{uuﬂd cammilment o
animal welfare.

A training workshop was also orgamzed by Research &
Education section, focused on understanding the
hahaviour of ca plive figers in z2oo and zafan settings.
All the animal attendants and zoo staff  were
participated,

o

"

TRAINING PROGRAM OF WBZA

Training program of skill development for zoo
personnel  was organized by ‘West Bengal Zoo
Authority, Kolkata from 28.09.2024 to 01.05.2024. The
Morth Bengal Wild Animals Park [Bengal Safari),
Siliguri and Padmaja Maidu Himalayan Zoological
Park, Darjeeling were the host zoos for the training
program.

Farticipation included Veterinary Assistants, Zoo
keepers, and Animal attendants from various zoos of
the state, i.e, Harinalaya Mini oo, Kolkats; Alipore
Zoological Park, Kolkata; Garchumuk Zoological Park,
srirampur; Suruliva Mini Zoo, Purulia; Padmaja Maidu
Himalayan Zooclogical Park, Darjeeling; and MNarth
Bengal Wild Animals Park [Bengal Safari), Siligur,

On 28th & z2gth April 2024 various training
programmes i.e. *Management of Big Cats and Asiatic
Black Bear of Bengal Safari”, "Tranquilization tools for
wildlife & weterinary management at Bemgal Safari®,
and “Hand rearing of animals at Bengal Safan” were
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organised by Dr Mick Doley, Veterinary Officer and Mr.
Biswajeet Sarkar, Veterinary Assistant of the veterinary
section, MBWAP. A guided tour of the safad park was
also arranged for all trainees. To evaluate the outcome

of the !r:linlng pregram, an evaluabtion test was 1:11::!1, In
which Mr. Soumen Mandal, Veterinary Assistant of
Surulia Zoo, steod as the best scorer. He was felicitated
by Shri Ashish Kumar Samanta, [Retd. IFS), Technical
Consultant of WEBZA. Shri E. Vijayakumar, |FS, Directos
of MBWAP and Shri Abhishek Chowdhury, "WEBFS,
Astistant Director OF abwap. An interaction session by
the team of WEBZA was conducted for the trainees. All
the Erainees wers {!&IIEI'E!EI’J with gl'[‘l hﬂl‘l‘lFl‘.ib L:-';.' Chr
Cwaipayan Rano, Range Officer of NEWAP .
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INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR
BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY, 2024

In alignment with the day's theme, “Be Part af The
Plan," the HNorth Bengal Wild Animals Park
celebrated 'International Day for Biological Diversity'
on May 2z, 2024. Students of various ages from the
nearby villages of Toribari, Betgara, Singhijhora, and
Salugara took part in an educational session
organized by the education and research section of
MEWAP,

During the event, students expressed their thoughts
on the importance of protecting Earth's biodiversity,
Qutstanding participants were awarded medals and
gift hampers by the park’s Director and Range
Officer. Additionally, a safari tour was arranged for
the students,
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WORLD ENVIROMMENT DAY, 2024

In celebration of Weoerdd Environment Day on June 5,
2024, North Bengal Wild Animals Park hosted a
varety of activities, including & plantation ceremony,
poster making, storylelling. and poetry recifation,
The ceramony featured distinguished guests such as
Shri Bhaskar V. IFS, Chief Conservator of Forests
Wildlife Morth; Smt Uma Rami N, IF5, DFO,
honitoring North Division; She E. Vijayakumar, 1F3,
Director of WNBWAP; Shri Raja M, IFS, DFO of
Diwigian: STC BSF
Baikunthapur, along with other esteemed forest
alficials, School students fram Eendriya ‘n."i-l:l:,rala:llil
Sevok Road, Krishmaya High School, Indramays
Primary Schocd, 3alugara High School, and zoo staff
participated in the event. All participants received
gift hampers. and refreshments were provided for
everyone in attendance,

Baikuntha pur Forest




SUMMER ,
Comforts 5 Ainimals

During  the summer season, a  series  of
comprehensive  precautiomary  measures  were
undertaken In the animal enclosures and night
shelters to ensure the health and well-being of the
animals. These measures were essential to prevent
heat stress, maintain hygiene, and to  ensure
adequate  hydration, The following steps  were
diligently followed:

1. Provision of Shade: Additional shade structures
were Installed in the enclosures to provide ample
protection from the intense summer heat.

2. Cooling Systems: Sprinkler systems in every
enclosure, kraal and cooler systems in every shelter
were  whilised to keep the animals cool and
comfortable during the hottest parts of the day.

3. Increased Water Supply: Regular monitoring and
refilling of water vessels and ponds were ensured to
provide a continuous supply of fresh and dean water
far drinking and bathing.

4. Electrolyte  Solutions: Oral  rehydration and
electrolyte solutions were made available to animals

to prevent dehydration and maintain their electrolyte
balance.

5. Dietary Adjustments: The animals' diets included
fresh fruits and vegetables with high water content to
help keep them hydrated,

6. Enclosure Maintenance: Regular cleaning and
maintenance of enclosures and night shelters were
conducted to ensure a hygienic environment and
pravent the build-up of waste and debnis,

7. Health Monitering: Increased frequency of health
checks and monitonng of animals for signs of heat
stress or dehydration were done o address any
issues pramptly.

8. Fans and Yentilation: Portable fans and improved
ventilation systems were used in night shelters to
enhance airflow and reduce temperatures.

g. Shallow Water Pools: Shallow water pools were

maintained in the enclosures to allow animals to conl
off and regulate their body temperature.
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10, Soil Moisture: Regular watering of the gn:-und in enclosures was done to keep the soil moist and
reduce dust, which could cause respiratory issues.

11. Enclosure Enrichment: Enrichment activities, such as ice blocks and frozen fruits with treats and
toys, were provided to keep animals engaged and help them cope with the heat.

12. Water Quality Maintenance: Ensuring the quality of water in ponds and pools by regular cleaning
and filtration to prevent the growth of harmful bacteria and algae.

F:E-1: Cooler Systems in every shalter were ulilisad ta l::-l:l:l the ammals coal and comfartable durlng e hesthast
parts of the day.

Fig-2: Shallow water pools were maintained in the enclosures 1o allow animals to ool off and regulate their body
temperature.

Flg-a: lee bBlacks wears pr&-.-n;l:d (25 kn&p armals I:nﬁ_.agi:d and |'|i=||:| 1Bsern cipe warth the hieal

Fig-4: Regular monitoring and continucus supply of fresh and clean water for drinking and bathing.

Fig-5: Cral rehydration and electrolyte solutions were provided to animals 10 prevent debydration and maintain
their electrolyte balance.
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Visitors’ -Iuringjtht- quarter Ticketing revenue generated during
( April 2024 - June 2024 ( April 2024 - June 2024)
{ Unanelited figure) i Unaudited fgure)
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Ch Woarld Autism Dav. Young Indians of Silioom Niowth Bengal Insritate of Hearing Hunelicoapped, Siliouri,
visEled Bengnl Salan with ag ougistic children visited Hengal Salari with 272 speciafly-abled children

ANIMAL ADOPTION AT
BENGAL SAFARI

On April 6, 2024, the State Bank of India (SBI) at Samriddhi Bhawan, Kolkata, adopted an Asiatic Lion (male}
named Suraj, who resides at Bengal Safari. This adeption wall last far ane yaar, from April B, 2024, to April 5,

Z0Z5.
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DIGNITARY VISITS

Insights of our esteemed guests

% Sl Sudhie Kumar
105, 558, Silipur

| vinited Erengfad Safan along with any wits md daogitar S E
Vrvakumer, Tiractor, Bangul Safan, with bis teas, i dong excallzet
[ERET |||1|||r.|i||.ng s eracinig geiosdd Al tha best M tha flars and

Faang grom mare intenssty. 3

05 Dhaarna Yaday
SF&ate Crime Branch
Flrs nne

= 1 Rl Ml lhie ¥ |

Eangal Safuri 1= very well mantained, Visted the place with kids and

Faiily. Sraf¥ is wal Traiad and coedial, Banged Tifor wd 5 cubs
buthing in wader body and walling opanby was 3 Bgit fo warich. The
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“Ms Yesoda Bai R.TFS
Camservalbor od Popciis,
B T2 Bttt Aorulhea Pronilesh
TERET B LR=F |
Teduy | vistted Bangel Safuri ulong with Fellow [FS officers who
|_.:4rri:"1'.-17-.-.'.'||| the ¢ .-.-u|.|||-..'|'t.- rui:-'ﬂﬂ conchated v | IFM, lu.:r-.:::'::!..l
The St ks well moide ged maaged Appreciule the mansgement, Yz

ey the vig te thie Facikty and beapitaliy 23

€€ Justice Anindita Roy Saraswatt
ek DR

Tduy | dngonéed the Safin af Bingil Sufard
oyt with iy I:-Hlli:‘: and =T, The range olTher 4cr_.'.|||_.1||'1:|:| B g
ian show us dlwost all the wid snmils. | sgovsd i vary wall Thanks

bl #n emenrdmate with &2, 32

e Justice Pradeep Singh Yerur
ludpe Hizh Coart of Lomotoaks
Henpnluro
L XL TRL Y
If wis i great sxpenancs i 1ha suthin, we wem shls dn ﬂl!h" Tlgﬂl.
Leceued & ofhisr ankmals, The Rangs Foreat Office was vary polife and
coarterus s dlso e stalf at the E:ng'.-.'Su‘.lr-. H &5 vary wall

irnrainesd, | wish o e bast 1o rhe-eafiee fzam. Jai Hing | 29

¥ Shii Firhad Hakim

“Shri Manoi Kumar Yaday

103 ¢ CRS0, Wes ey Coannamiial I|I_I_
Bl Chnndigarh

o] T T |

I was o greut pppartunty fo v Bengol Safarl We could sight Bfer,
leopand and otar senals. Bengal Safad i well imsintained aind staff
vy wel friinedd and professioned. Shri Abhlshek. Chowehury, Assistonf
L':|'|_';_'Il.-| 1 |:|I|]|.h;.‘.|,:_‘||||l.- |.-".i:1 wid g Wi il 1y Lo T Cead It Lo i |.'.4H_'|
ewoiied dav: Wish Bangal Safan all tha bat- spscial thadcs for
Liwactor, 33

Mindsrer In Charge (U5 & Ma)
Ciert, ol Wesr Hengul
Mwyor of Eolkut

This i3 mry smcond vaalf fo Bengal
Batari W nead mors anissale. | wag

with 'l wili i sha liad a graaf

'
BRSNS Pleass EEL T ugr n

€ Dr Preet Goval, 1AS

Eristriet Magistrane
m e laig
TOLE i e

-+

Woemdarfel sxperiznces. Healfh animafs. Enjovsd o lot. Tharkes: 33

¥ Shri Niraj Singhal, TFS

Prirecipeal Chet Conservator of Forest
& Hewd of Forent Foree
1800303

Hel'}:a'ﬁ-lﬁlll-n nivg ol he peccass gforias of Fopdst L':"F-Zif’ht-lrlll
et fios, The way if his coms v S omads o repatation of sl withie
i acadkis of #§ exutance, T opaaks Wy of the forest officinl, 200
Lupnr:-. vadgEnnary dactnes gad néhar shaff wie heve woroed very hard
werth s bt " dledicatian

Wery well done, indeed [| Ksep #ap 1| 2
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